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¥ THE TWO FACES OF A WARRIOR ¥

Lance Corporal Jason Marks was
- killed in action in Afghanistan on 27
April 2008.

Jason joined the Army in 1999 and
. served as a Gunner with 4th Field Regi-
/ ment RAA. He then served two years

. with the RAAMC as a medical orderly
4 before joining 4RAR (Cdo) in 2005.

Jason’s 4RAR (Cdo) patrol was at- g
tacked by Taliban forces in a heavy ex-
change of small arms fire and rocket
propelled grenades. Four other soldiers
were also wounded. Jason was accom-
. panied home by two of his mates and a
service attended by his wife and family,
was conducted at Holsworthy on 06 May.

Jason’s funeral was conducted at Yeppoon on 08 May 2008. Members of 4RAR (Cdo) provided the military hon-
ours befitting an Australian warrior hero and many former 4RAR members were in attendance at both ceremonies.

This newsletter is published in April, August and December by the 4RAR Association, QId. Articles for publication
should be directed to The Editor, 4RAR Assoc, Qld, PO Box 70 Acacia Ridge QIld 4110 no later than one month prior
to the month of publication. We welcome your stories reminiscences and comments.



FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 4RAR ASSOCIATION, QLD

ANZAC Day. In the days prior
to ANZAC Day, | visited three
schools. Mitchelton High School
included in their service a com-
memoration for two of their old
boys who were KIA in Vietnam.
One of those old boys was Victor
Neils Petersen who was KIA with B
Coy 4RAR on 16 Feb 1969.

Noel Kelly and I then attended a
service at Algester State School
during which we presented a Cer-
tificate of Associate Membership to
Nicola Kelly who has been march-
ing with the association for the past
ten years representing the children
of those KIA.

At the end of the service more
than 200 children lined up to per-
sonally thank both us for our ser-
vice to Australia. We both had tears
in our eyes after this honour from
the children of Australia.

[ then attended the Helensvale
State School ceremony and pre-
sented two books to the school; Op-
eration Tanager, which was donated
by Colonel Jim Underwood that
detailed the Battalion’s service in
East Timor and Duty First, the his-
tory of the RAR. The children as-
sured me that they would continue
to write letters to those of 4RAR
(Cdo) serving overseas and |
thanked them on behalf of the Bat-
talion. As I was leaving the school
all the students of Class 7D pre-
sented me with individual letters of
thanks. Another great honour.

ANZAC Day in Brisbane saw
about 100 members plus descen-
dents and family members march-
ing. Two members marching had

never marched before and nor had
they attended a service since their
return from South Vietnam. Welcome
home fellows. We were also graced
with the presence of four Kiwis who
travelled across the ditch to march
with us. Well done.

LCpl Jason Marks. Noel Kelly,
Gary Hansen, Alan Harcourt, Bob
Dunn, Max Brown and Alan Price
attended the funeral service for LCpl
Jason Marks at Yeppoon on 08 May.
As Jason was honoured with full
military honours in a superb and fit-
ting ceremony it was remarked upon
that the 4RAR (Cdo) warriors could
successfully adapt to any situation.
The service could not be faulted and
the outstanding drill, dress and bear-
ing of all those members of the Bat-
talion that took part was a fitting trib-
ute to one their own. I offered the
condolences of all members and
families of the 4RAR Association
QId and those of Vic, Tas, NT and
overseas to Mrs Cassandra Marks and
to the parents of Jason.

In speaking to members of the Bat-
talion during the wake, appreciation
was extended to the 4RAR Associa-
tion QId for the letters from the chil-
dren of Helensvale State School, the
ANZAC biscuits and Christmas
cakes sent by Mrs Trish Hansen and
also the issues of the Fighting Fourth
sent to those on operational service
by the combined 4RAR state associa-
tions. The response from the soldiers
makes the hard work done by your
committee on your behalf, very much
worthwhile.

Helensvale State School. Year 6
and 7 students of Helensvale State
School are continuing to send letters
to our soldiers overseas. Reports
from Mrs Mary Anne White, our
school liaison officer, is that some of
the letters are very emotive in their
support for our soldiers. A letter from
a parent praising the project has been
presented to the Minister for Educa-
tion, Qld and is shown on page 11.
Well done children and thank you.

The Nui Le Dinner is to be
held on Saturday 27 September at
Gaythorne RSL Club. Details are
on page 14.

Articles. As the Fighting Fourth
newsletter is designed to be rep-
resentative of all members, arti-
cles for publication are invited
from all former and serving mem-
bers of the Battalion. We realise
that some stories concerning
4RAR (Cdo) are quite rightly
subject to operationally secrecy
but some anecdotes and humor-
ous stories from the Battalion will
be given priority. I cannot believe
that the soldiers of today are not
doing the silly things the that sol-
diers of yesterday did. I do appre-
ciate that there may some stories
that the CO and the RSM should
never know about but that is sol-
diering and anonymity rules.
What about the story on how SSgt
Frank N. Stein came to be
wounded in action? (One for you
Rufus? Ed)

Curley’s Diary will be re-
placed shortly by the diary of
Allan Woods and his experiences
in Tracker Platoon in South Viet-
nam. Did anyone keep a diary
during Operation Tanager in East
Timor which can be published?
The experiences of one soldier in
the Battalion quite often reflect
the experiences of all members
and should be shared, especially
by the families.

Reunion 2011. The planning
for Reunion 2011 is well under-
way and an introductory newslet-
ter will be dispatched to all mem-
bers in late August.

RAR NMW. Gardening Aus-
tralia will be featuring the RAR
NMW on ABC TV on Sat 26 Jul
at 1830hr and again on Sun 27 Jul
at 1300hr The RAR NMW will
also feature in the August issue of
the magazine, "Gardening Austra-
lia" (on sale in July).

Duty First
Alan Price
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ROLL OF HONOUR
) AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN, AND IN THE MORNING,
” WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

Once again we honour all those who have gone before us.
In this brief moment of our time may we consider the stress and strain these men must have
passed through before laying down their crosses of life. Enable us, their friends to be worthy of the trust
they have imparted unto us on their passing; for theirs was an honourable and noble life. May God grant
unto their families His peace.

We only hope that there are none recently which we should have reported
We sincerely apologise if we have been remiss.
William Webber 2/4RAR 09 April 2008
Lance Corporal Jason Marks 4RAR (Cdo) KIA 27 April 2008
Denis Heenan 23 May 2008
To all that have passed in the service of 4RAR, 4RAR (Cdo) and 2/4RAR

Well done, thou good and noble warriors, we will never forget!

LEST WE FORGET.

REUNION
A reunion is planned for all those who served in D Company, 4RAR/NZ ANZAC in South Vietnam between
1968 and 1969 at Flinders Island Tasmania during the period 23 to 30 April 2009
Those wishing to attend should contact Kevin Robinson, PO Whitemark, Flinders Island, Tas 7255
Tel: (03) 6359 2282 M: 0427 592 280
Email: talosar@bigpond.com.au

Brisbane’s Honda Central

. Austral Honda
4

Austral Honda proudly supports 4RAR

Austral Honda invites all 4RAR members Australia
wide to receive FREE 12 months servicing plus
special 4RAR member discounts with the purchase
of your next new Honda. e

We deliver Australia wide.

BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY AT AUSTRAL HONDA Brisbane’s Honda Central

45 Breakfast Creek Rd, Newstead, Queensland 0
www.australhonda.com.au 3 3 6 4 1 ; 0

Before you purchase a new car it could be detrimental to your wallet if you do not ring Jason Dickens at the above number. At least five
of our members did and are now driving Hondas. You could too. At least, request a brochure on the latest models.
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