SUSTAINED FIRE MACHINE GUNNERS

This year has been one of change for the Sustained
Fire Machine Gun Platoon. In February, a new
weapon was selected for us, and we saw the last of
our 106mm Recoilless Self-Loading Rifles. The
change to the SFMG heralded a period of intense
work and lengthy trials to develop operating
orocedures and refine roles.

The first occasion worthy of note in 1980 was our
visit to the Joint Tropical Trials and Research
Establishment. The purpose here was to determine
:he characteristics of SFMG fire in close country. For
most, the results achieved were pleasantly
surprising. The work done at Cowley Beach gave us
vital information in the use of the SFMG. The task
was difficult and at times tedious, however this was
offset by having a lunch that would deliver itself.
‘Remember the steamboat that could walk).

On return to Lavarack Barracks we found the

SEMG Platoon had made a name for itself. To this day

' am not sure whether the blame rests on the vicious
and entirely untrue rumours of a gunboat off the

South Barnard Island group, or offshore
~-onfrontations with illegal fishing vessels. Either
way the SFMG Platoon had come under the distant
sut respectful scrutiny of the Government of the
\Muzorian Republic. Before long we were contracted
oy the Muzorians to eliminate our own unit in the
vicinity of Cooktown.

This task was made relatively easy by atelegramto
1 Divisional Headquarters informing them of a
.anding in the Cooktown area. Hence, when 2/4 RAR
were deployed, our Muzorian Masters did not even
nave to worry about transportation for us. What
service we offerl Exercise OVERLORD Il can be
=ccurately described in one word — SWAMP! We
found, however, that our business principles were
not really sound, for when we returned to Townsville
she Australian Army billed us $25,000,000 for the
oss of a battalion.

Whilst the rest of the battalion were reforming and
arying off, SFMG Platoon took a short trip to Tully.
Aithough not as successful as the trial at Cowley
2=ach, the jungle at Tully will never be the same
=gain. Inthe event that this article is being read by the
wrong person (who might that be?), this author will
seny all knowledge of any activity, at any time, atany
~cation closer than 300 kilometres from you know
where. We now offer a defoliation package at very
~ompetitive prices.

Afster we had come out of hiding we received
=~other communique from the Muzorian High
~ -—missioner at Ravenswood. For the destruction of
- ~aw 2/4 RAR at Hidden Valley, we would receive
=~other $25,000,000. This proved a more difficult
==k than the Cooktown expedition as at the same
~me CO 2/4 RAR threatened to withdraw our
_~*orm maintenance allowance if we attempted to
‘%l the contract. A compromise was reached. If
SEMG Platoon pretended to let 2/4 RAR winthe war,
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yet take enough casualties, Muzoria would pay for
our annual leave and CO 2/4 RAR would let us keep
our uniform maintenance allowance.

Well. we blew it. We wiped out 2/4 RAR again.
SEMG Platoon will appear for breach of contract with
21C 2/4 RAR in court next week.

The year was completed by our attendance at the
Infantry Centre to participate in the SFMG trial. This
was a most important task and we are awaiting the
results of this trial to be analysed so a new weapon
can be chosen for us in 1981. Doyou have the feeling
this has all happened before!



