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10 Platoon

Promising to be a big year, 1988 began with us in
Malaysia. Exercise Haringaroo proved to be an
interesting look at how other armies operate. It
strongly emphasised lo us how good Australian
soldiers are.

Holidays were late in arriving for us, which left us
with a challenge for Mil Skills, However, with char-
acteristic toughness, all three sections finished in
the top 10. This was despite the fact we lost many
people to Support Company after returning from
overseas.

An overseas event saw us involved with the South-
West Pacific Expeditionary Force. The soldiers re-
sponded very well to this and some of our hardest
(and most realistic] training was achieved. After
much speculation and conjecture we remained in
Townsville.

Neatly fitted into our programme, were two weeks
up at High Range. These involved an alr week and
a live fire week. The live fire especially was beneficial
tathe soldiers. It proved a different type of training,
emphasising the loss of realism we experience with
blanks.

Traipsing through the Koombooloomba Jungle
was the hallmark of our enemy trip against 1 RAR.
The exercise allowed Section Cammanders to be
alone with their Sections and get to know their
soldiers under stressful conditions. Despite few
contacts, the exercise brought up many teaching
points.

Our own Battalion Exercise — "Maxi Beagle” was a
little boring for the soldiers because we sat around
agreat deal. Despite this, they did get ample oppor-
tunity to give detailed orders and saw an interesting
part of Australia

Maintaining the standard of 10 Platoon in 1989 will
be a solid core of senior soldiers and experienced
junior NCO's, backed up by younger soldiers who
are learning all the time. I would like to wish Sgt
Damen, Cpl Mau, Cpl Smith and Cpl Townson the
best of luck In their future endeavours.

The platoon trying to hide a Blackhawk
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Full Range of New Suzuki Motorcycles, Spare Parts
& Accessories, Special Discounts to Defence Personnel

WALDUCKS SUZUKI, 7 LIVINGSTONE STREET, TOWNSVILLE PHONE: 72 5688
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