Operation Innamincka
7-12 September 1968

Operation Innamincka started with a cordon and sweep
of Nui Nhan against a suspected enemy camp and then
became a battalion reconnaissance in force further west in
AO Ilibillee.

Prior 1o the op CC i on the
Horseshoe by D Cumpany. 50 dep]oyod werc B, C, V and
W companies.

The battalion plan was for C Company to block to the
wesi of Nui Nhan after moving from the area of Nui Nghe,
where it had been operating. V Company was to block to
the east and W Company to the north. B Company was 1o
sweep the feature from the south.

104 Field Batiery deployed to FSPB Dagger, near the
village of Ap Suoi Nghe, and bartalion headquarters re-
mained on top of Nui Nghe.

The blocks were to move into position under cover of
darkness, following deceptive moves by V and W companies
which involved a roadrunner operation and the setting up
of a dummy fire support base.

Remember....?

OC C Company proved to his own satisfaction that a
roped night move is possible.

Deception plan—soldiers lifting “full” 44-gallon drums.

Newpaper reporis of New Zealanders hiding inside coils
of wire and the drums.

vV G 1 " indignity at pany headq
ters am'huslung‘ and getting, a Charlie.

Those two men left on the chopper pad.

All blocks :xccpt Cc Comgany were in posmun we]l
before first light.

heavy vegetation a.nd the sweep was postponcd until |t
had moved into position.

There were two minor contacts during this phase, one
involving V Company which killed a local force VC and
wounded another.

When B Company moved on to the position there was
neither sight nor sound of the enemy. In fact there was
little concrete evidence he had ever been there.

V Company flew to the western edge of the AQ and B
Company moved south, while C and W companies com-
menced sweeping south-west,

W Company made minor contact, but the other com-
panies saw and heard nothing of significance.

The operation finished on S 12 with a fly-out
to a new AO for Operation Hawkesbury.

RESULTS — Own rmoS:I Nil.
e killed, one wounded.






