EXERCISE BOLD CATCHER

Lt Matt Spencer

Background

In early 1983 a proposal for_an Adventure
Training Exercise was researched, The concept for
muster wild cattle that

“Problem Cattle”’, the exercise was postponed until
July

successful
large cattle property.

After a reconnaisance of Escott
Station (a 17km West_of
Burketown), it was decided that this area of the Gulf
country would be the perfect venue for exercise Bold
Cateher

over falnygenty(an acquired sl a5 Pte Blue'Lee
can report — his ‘first" bull was KIA).
onee m.s immediate action had occurred, the
of the bullcatcher would unhesitantly leap out
obilize the dazed bull. As

{russing up the unfortunate animls legs while the
bulcatchers. would off and continue the
oper

Al\huugh the concept was fairly simple, to put it

€0 2/4 AR gave the o-ahead, and the exercise
was scheduled for 7-18 July ‘84.

On 7 July ‘84, a (oadwﬂv of seven vehicles and
16 members of a 40 man group left for Burketown
Atter 8 rumber of mechanicel breakdoums s

act of leaping on a bull and strapping its legs together
after it had been rammed by a landrover three or four

delays the convoy
100km later.

angry twitching bull, just aching to get revenge on a
poor soldier.

Giou wom mmardod by Mai Wikson flow i by RAAF
Caribou on 9 July
The sxarcias group of 40 wias Gased in 4 mus

camp from which muster groups (Bullcatchers) loft
cach day to hopefully find the obiect bulls. After a
fairly graphic demonstration of bull catching on the
second day by the property owner the team set out to
catch cat

The Equipm
Asinall spemusx overstions, we required specil

equipment ment was fairly simple (but
SXpensive), and consisted of two modified
Landvo vers.

vehicles used were two standard vehicles.
i Wt BORORE e 6 B ousl Wl
heavy duty bull-bar bolted to the front. These were
he an

tyres which gave some protection to the bull, but
more importantly to the crew. Each vehicle was then
cauipned with 8 collection of chains, sraps ropes,

ulars, compass, maps, and the
inovitable rodio, thus we had oor ulimate 00l of
trade — the bullcatcher.

The Tactics
The basic bullcatching team consisted of two
bullcatchers, thres

Viorahurrisd conact report. the
t vehicles would m: — one
flushing uul the bull whiltthe e mans R
for the bull was identified (by its

to the
Saita, wich Wil shen rhos Soriard s bowe

we achieved
to capture ten or so bulls during our seven days of
mustering ws had some close shaves as our
long range identification was not quite up to scratch.

The Muster Camy
se camp was home for the seven days of
It was run alon:

ai
Bullcatchers left each day for the operational area (a
60 square mile paddock) and returned at ni
ions were fresh and cooked on either an open
fire or an obsolete Fowler stove (probably a refugee
e Boer War). Despite a number of minor
roblems in rationing, everyone managed to survive
adequately if not well. | doubt if anyone will ever be
able to face a fresh egg or damper again.
The vehicles were iteraly hold together with
orts of

reshape the venicles so that
they managed to complete the exercise.

s
fore maribers of the Adventure
part

The Personal
Although

ted
assistant. cooks 10, pullcatchers there sre.some
personalities which are worthy of m

ho can possibly forget when Lcm Rynn flow
through a landrover window without even touching
the sides — just because he was being charged by a

ol Mure distinguished himselt by a spectacular
ispiay of horse-bréaking — for o least 50 seconds,
e e s oo ot sohng sosneone o 5
back was all too boring



- Maj ‘Jack Brabham’ Wilson really put the
bullcatcher through its paces when he proved to his
passengers just how versatile a landrover is.
Cpl Knapp and company were quite surprised that a
landrover performs equally as well on two wheels as
it does on four. When its upside down however, itis
no match for any bull.

- The A Coy Society for Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals — just who did join?

- The unidentified ‘city’ soldier who said ‘I didn‘t
know cattle could crap when they are walking'.

- Pte ‘Beaker’ Elliott and the first lesson on hiding
from bullsﬂ behind motorcycles (it doesn’t work).

- Who said ‘now which tree did we chain that last
bull to’ (statement made in the same 60 square mile
paddock with many trees).

Waiting for Action.

Summary
Despite the appearance of being a ‘swan’ or
simply good fun there were many valuable military
aspects gained from ‘Bold Catcher’. There are few
Adventure Training activities that present the
opportunity to constantly challenge a soldiers
physical courage, team work and determination - the
wild bull muster operation placed each individual in
various situations that demanded all these qualities
and more.
The final score was A Coy - 10 Bulls, Bulls - 1 x
AT ing and ging activity that
will never be forgotten.




On Bull Patrol.

Score: A Coy 1

23



Score: A Coy - 1. Bull 1

24



