4 RAR BN GP in East Tiasor Op Tanager

that Fric may have donc this as a way of gerting over the loss of his special fricnd Jim. Regardless of
this fact, Eric co-ordinated excavation and building projects to rival those being constructed by the
Engineers in other arcas. The sum of most of this cffort was the sun deck where one could have
breakfast and read news from back home whilst enjoying the classic sunrises, Cameron Fearn's major
project was the development of the Detachment vegetable garden. Taking advantage of the dampness
adjacent to the makeshift kitchen Fearny planted tomatocs, beans and a local chilli plant. He was being
investigated by the East Timorese Quarantin service for growing noxious flora.

When nat constructing sun-decks or illegally importing harmful plants, members of the Detachment
were usually found in one of four places: in the office, around the television and Play Station, outside
arthe gym, orin their dome. What quickly as the fact that a Troop member’s
time in East Timor was largely going to be remembered by their time spent at each of these places.
Duc to their trade skills some members were required to work longer hours than others, thus Adam
Lehane, Mart Croker, and Pere Fakan were usually required to be in the office for the greater part of
their day. When not on shifi Adam was a mozzie dome dweller, Matt a chest shaving gym junkie, and
Pete, when not off liaising with the New Zealand Battalion was a Play Station groupic.

“The three junior operators Signalmen Cham ‘Grandpa’ Jarvis, Jeremy Thuell and Wilson had shorter
warking days. This allowed them to be more diverse with their free time. Cham could usually be found
writing to cach of his children onc by one and was another Play Station Groupic. Thuelly was absolutely
committed t one thing, his stretcher, with Willo raking a morc balanced approach doing a bit of
everything.

"The Detachment’s two communicators, Cameran Fearn and Russell Witherow found that they had
mare time than most on their hands with both becoming experts at Crash Bandicoor, Cool Boarders
and Colin McRae Rally by the end of their deployments. Fearny and Russ were unchallenged s the
President and Vice-President of the Play Station Appreciation Society:

The two team commanders Colin Quaife and Eric Schneider were generally busy with site
administration. Col developed the mobile 6 x 6 Troop operations vehicle, known fondly as VIC, and
Eiric “found’ and built things. When relaxing, both could be found enjoying the sundeck with a Coke in
hand.

The final member of the Detachment Carol Milland divided her time evenly between all four activities
and is also renowned for her investigative abilities in finding infected illicit files on workstations and
deleting them before further damage could occur. The Detachment members are eternally geateful for
her vigilance.

In the final months of the deployment Erics team was replaced by a new team consisting of
Sergeant Jol Keegan, Cotporal Dave Thms, Corporal Trish Bishop, Signalmen Mick Schimke, Nancy
Bird, Michelle Ward and Nicholas Koopman. The new team's easy going nature and excellent trade
skills made for an enjoyable final few months in East Timor,

BCT Command Post - Fort Balibo

The BCT Command Post was locaed within the confines of BHQ at Fort Balibo. The command
past itself was the smallest roam in the fort being two meters wide and four meters long, Waork in the
command past was shared between the shift supervisor and the analyst, thus at any one time you
would either find Rob Curtin and Chis Leon on shift, or Bob Fletcher and Mick Glass. The other
members of the command post group were Steve Medforth as the communications manager, and
Amber Muteay as the Troop tech.

Known fondly by the CO as his troglodytes, command post members were found either in the ‘bat
cave’ or in their living area under their giant Banyan tree. Life in Balibo was made enteraining by
Steve’s chess tournaments, Amber’s diet of chocolate and Coke, Chis's swearing, Mick's moods, Fletch's
stenches, Yenschy's philosophy and Rob's guitar playing talent, or lack there of. Our time was also made
memorable with free time spent warching Asian Music Television, continuous episodes of Scinfield
and MRECTY where we could almost guarantee a screening of The Iron Cross on a daily basis.
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