Awards and Decorations

Eleven awards for valour or

of 4RAR/NZ( and

service

by
104 Ficld Battery were announced during the units’ tours in South Vietnam. Doubtless,
others will be announced. Unfortunately, becanse of printing deadlines, these could not be

included here.

Second Lientenant Thomas
Gary Reidy MC was plaoon
commander of Seven Platoon,

C Company. On 13 September
1968 late in the afternoon his
platoon came under heavy fire
from enemy entrenched in @
large bunker system., Two
soldsers were killed, ane being
a section commander, and &
further seven wounded, inchud.
ing 2Lt Reidy. Unable to bring
ective artillery fire w0 bear,
I soiuned fight forward.
At a critical point in the action
was wounded sgain while
resupplying his forward section
with ammunition 1o allow the
artack 1o continue. After being
wounded the second time he
selected a commanding position
and shouted encouragement o
his men. He showed complewe
disregard for his own safety
and forced the enemy 1o with-
draw by his sheer determina-
to take the position. His
aggressive  spirit,  determined
leadership and sustained cour-
age were an mspiration to all.

Sergeant Michael Rupert Car-
roll DCM was plaroon sergeant
af Seven Platoan, C Company,
On 13 Sepember 1968
search. and cleas operation the
platoon was fired on by enemy.
Well dug in, the enemy's fire
wis  sustained accurate.
The platoon commander and a
comman were
wounded during the action.
Under the platoon com-

mander's orders, Sgt Carroll
took the leaderless section for-
ward, although it was weakened
by casualties, While fighting
forward he was continually ex-
posed to the enemy and reach-
ed the Iur\nmd line of enemy
P alone.  Sgt Carroll
threw J.(ﬂul!ﬂ into the bun-
kers st point blank range and
about thss time was wounded.
Sgr Carroll was instrumensal in
rallying a second section and

urging the section forward o
force home the attack. He was
continually under fire as he did
this. While manocuvring the
section into position he con-

tinued 10 fire on & bunker 10
provide o fire. By his
mmmediate and sustained move
forward, Sgt Carrcll was res-
ponsible for mm:nmml the
momentum of which
forced the cﬂﬂnv |o withdraw
and prevented further casualties
w his own men. He sl
complete distegard for his own
safery and an extremely aggres-
sive spirit in an adverse situa-
ton, His cool coursge and
perscnal bravery were exem-
plary.

Lt Maurice Francis Dodson MC
was platocn commande:

Platoon, V Company.
Jume 1968 be was leader of
nine-man patrol which tracked,
locased and killed three Vi
Cong, Immediately afterward
the patrol came under heavy

automatic fire from about 1g
enemy weapons from & range
of 10 metres. It was subse.
quently discovered there were
70 10 80 VC in a well-prepared
company defensive position, In
the first burst of fire Lt Dodson
suffered wounds o his head
and shoulder which socon
caused him o lose most of his
vision. The enemy gquickly
wried w0 assault and envelop the
group, but rific fire prevented
them being overrun and also
prevented the enemy from cap-
uring a wounded unconscious
rifleman and his machine gun,
both in an exposed position
nearby. Lt Dodson coolly di-
rected the actions of the patral,
arranged its dispositions, and
used the radio to direct cl
mortar and artillery fire.  As-
saults were repelled by fire and
armed helicopters  directed by
Lt Dodson.  Many casualties
were inflicted on the VC. wha
evenmually abandoned com-
pany- -sized _ prepared ddnm\r
position. By his gallantry and
Ieadersmxp. {.l Dodson inspired
his to hold its ground,
regain [II: mumu« and defeat

enemy force under
difficult circumstances.

On 23 July 1968 2Lt John Lind-
D

say Burns MID was a forward
observer of 12 Ficld Regiment

to V Company, which
was operating in the Har Dach
area. During an assault on an
enemy bunker system the lead-

ing sections were halted and
pinned down by accurave and
heavy small arms fire from
a range of 20 mewes. alt
Burns positioned  himself g0
metres lrom the enemy and
with calmness and fine judg-
ment, knowing fully the dall-
gers to himself, he adjusted the
fire of the direct support bat-
tery until the nearest rounds
were falling on the enemy posi-
tion. The anillery fire enabled
the withdrawal of the forward
sections of V Company without
further losses. 2Lt Burns's
bravery and calm judgment in
I'Im and other actions during
his tour of duty instilled great
confidence in the infantry
supported.

Company. On 22 June 1968 he
.us a member of & nine-man

which tracked, located
ruu‘l killed three VC. The patrol
came under unexpected and
heavy fire from abour 15 auto-
matic weapons {rom a range of
15 metres, It transpired that 70
o Bo enemy took part in the
contsct, One of the patrol was
killed and four wounded in mc
early part of the contact, the
plswon commander and Lepl
Ropeta being am wound-
ed. Lepl Ropeta remained at his




past, controlling the fire of the
rifiemen and encouray
with cheerful comments while
his wounded commander was
free 1o contred fire support and
armed helicopters. The contact
lasted one hour and 4o minutes
and included an enemy assault
at close range, an enveloping
mave by another platoon ol
enemy and a grenade assault.
Lepl Ropeta collected all avail-
able grenades and threw them
perscnally from an exposed and
dangerous position. He watch-
ed the arrival of enemy gren-
mn and, by warning. the rifle-
arranged for cach grenade
w be kicked away before it ex-
ploded. He personally weated
the wounds of two riflemen and
when lmmmmllun became Jw

ed the wounded man and car-
ried him to cover. He then
coatinued 1o participae in the

hour and 40 minutes. Laser,
when a relief force arrived, he
asked 1o be allowed 10 remain

1w help search the ¥
wok part in the search of the
enemy company defensive posi
tions and personally imvesti-
gated tunnel systems. His com-
petence, quickness and, above
all, bravery was an example
and inspiration 10 the remain-
der of the patrol. In remaining
the action to give his
1w the
le

endurance, toughness of charac-
eer and devotion w duty.

arranged it
ordered lhc fixing of bﬂ\meu.
Lepl Ropets's energetic a
cheerful  leadership reassured
his wounded officer and he
spired the riflemen by his Foid
regard for his injuries and his
coolness and tactical skill. His
coursge and leadership contri-
buted 10 the platoon remaining
steadfast, thereby turning what
could have been a tragic loss
into a clear defeat of superior
enemy forces.

pioneer
plazcon. On 23 June 1968 sm
K mber of

ika was a me
nine-man  patrol  from Om
Platoon, V pany, which

abaut 70 1o 8o strong.
The enemy opened fire on the
patrol at about 10 metres range,
wounding five men. During
ll‘;c initial exchange of fire «w
o ¥

wounded and s
anly five metres from the near-
est entrenchments.
ed helicopters = engaging
the
patrol
forw
wounded rifleman under cover-
ing fire. Spr Kahika unhesi-
wtingly ran forward over 1o
of exposed ground, lifi-

Captain Barrie Davidson Sin-
elair MID was 2IC of the first
W Company. Because the com-
pany commander had not ar-
rived when the company was
formed, Captain Sinclair under-
took the sk of forming, train-
ing, administering and dis-
patching the company. This
was finished in three weeks,
largely w0 the untiring

cﬂ'am. abi otion_to
duty of Cnp( Sinclair. He
worked long ho i

tour to ensuse administration

judgment
denhup vueu outstanding. Capt
Sinclair’s cheerful unselfish at-
titude, devotion to dury, hard
work and fine example were an
inspiration to all who served
with hi

Private Richard John Foster
MID was a stretcher bearer with

ed on 1 Al
though not involved in the
initial contact, Foster im-

Pre el
mediately moved forward under

heavy enemy fire and with
complete disregard for his own
safety treated several wounded
tddilﬂ He continued 1o trear

ouig]
m contact until the enemy had
been driven off, and then re-
mained with them until they

ted. By his gallant
and unselfish actions Pie Foster
rendered valuable first aid and
displayed courage of
order, His calmness under fire
and his considerstion for the
wounded were an inspiration to
the rest of the platoon.

Caorporal Kenneth Brace Miller
MID was a stretcher bearer with
Ten Plawon, D Company, dur-
ing Operstion Merine. On 19
f“lr 1968 the platoon was fol-
owing up 3 withdrawing enemy
force when the forward scout,
Pie U de Longis, saw a Viet
Cong on the track and opened
fire. Viet Cong in other posi-
tions returned the fire and the
scout was hit in the stomach by
shrapnel from an enemy clay-
more mine. He fell w the

Longis's wounds. 3
wried umsuccessfully to drag him
out of the line of fire, then
lifted him 1o his shoulders and
carried the wounded soldier

from the area of the comtact 1w

Dur rear of the platoon, By his

wction Cpl Miller showed ou:-
standing concern for the welfare
and safery of the scout and
complete_disregard for his ]

safery. His acton  prevented
Pre de Longis being further
wounded and was instrumental

in saving his life.

Lt Brian Charles Barley MC was
& platoon commander in the first

sxive
loak and complete duneg-rd for
his own safery, inspired his
platoon to perform in & most
exemplary manner. On 12
March 1968, returning to an am-
bush position from his company

e with two members of his
plutcon, he saw four enemy
preparing to fire a claymore
mine near the perimeter of the
company base. Lt Barley and

s two riflemen attacked the
group, killing one and injuring
two. Lt Barley on three occa-
immediate as-
on occupied enemy
camps, which were all captused
without loss o his platoon.
On 2 August 1968 Li Barley
was wounded in the head by
enemy rocket shrapnel, but in-

ssted on ining with his
atoon until contact had
ceased. L1 Barley's comstang

aggressive spirit in the face of
the enemy a remarkable
uence on his men,

Staff Sergeant James Ross Har-
die MID was the company quar-
ter-master sergeant of the first
W Company, Ssgt Hardie dis-
played enthusiasm, drive and
professional ability of a wery
high order. His cheerful ami-
gness to assist

others made him an outstand-
ing COMS. Ssgr Hardie abo
acted s plazpon  commande
from time to tme and, in
March 1968, in this capacity,
his platoon contacted the
enemy on two occasicns. His
competent leadership, persanal
d sound tactical con-
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trol resulted in several enemy
being killed and two taken pri-
soner, Segt Hardies devoed
application to the welfare of his
company during its South Viet-
nam tour is warthy of recogni-
tion,

ADDENDUM

Further awards to members of 4RAR/NZ(Anzac)Bn, announced just before this book was printed, are as follows:

Distinguished Service Order

Lt Col Leon Roderic Greville

Distinguished Conduct Medal
Sgt John Aitchison Kennedy Seotr

Cpl Makolm Gibson

Military Cross

Maj William John Reynolds
Maj John Pericles Deighton
Sgt. John Grant Sandford

Military Medal
Cpl Wayne Laurence Brown
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Mentioned in Dispatches

Maj Brian David Valentine Lindsay
Maj Michael Chisholm Morrison
Capt James Rollo Bretr

Capt Peter Kenneth Sharp

2Lt Peter Brian Sheedy

WOI Anthony Charles Toghill
WOII Robert Richardson MM
WOII Leslie George O'Keefe

Sgt Noel Robert McParland



