LCpl Witson and Cpl Mure



Reconnaissance Platoon

The major highlights for the platoon in this the bicentennial year
were the trips away. During the Recon Soldiers could be
found in Malaysia with both Charlie and Delta, Hong Kong for
the Sniper concentration, in England for the Royal Guard and
Ex "Long Look", central Australia for the camel mee and the
platoon trip to New Guinea.

After the relative ease of BRL the year started with a bang, as
some of the guys prepared for the SAS Cadre Course, and the
fellas were invited alang for the sessions. Congrats to Stumpy,
Proc and Davo.

March saw the sniper pre-selection and the start of the sniper
course at Singo. Pagey. true (o form found a “budget” priced deal
and his investment will grow bigger every year. April, those left
travelled 1o the Red Centre for the Bicentennial Camel Race.
Galning experience In snatch parties on Contiki buses and
searching wrecked ears for tool kits. Rocket, Wheels and Mick
Guinn at this time were gearing up for England. Highlights for
them were over friendly tourists and IRA bomb scares. It was

customs after they found a hoard of windscrren wipers and
aerials in his gear. However, this couldn't be verified.

“The PI RV briefly in May, when Youngy and McGinty left for Hong.
Kong via Hawaii and N.Z. They enjoyed the trip which was hard
work with only @ few respiies, during which they attended a few
ritzy parties on millionatres yachts with the jetset crowd.
Meanwhile ed and after a while

left for “Cape Crusader” at AIMS. After the regulation mountain-
ous “yomp®, we settled down recording and sending intel to
Bravo for their assault. A march-out and zodiac exfil we
returned to the battalion to meet the guys from England. Lt Nick
Withycombe then joined the platoon from Alpha. Two days later
we were off again for patrolling and tracking at Tully.

That was cut shert when we were called back for a deployment.
somewhere in the South Pacific. Then next weck the platoon
nearly all together, lefl for New Guinea.
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Pte Purdom, Pie Smith, Cpl O'Connor, Pte O'Neill

New Guinea, the final frontier, upan arrival we were shocked by
the number of car accidents, judging by the amaunt of blood-
stains that marked the cdge of the road, walls, trecs. Lucklly it
was Beetlenut and soon all the junkies were going out with a
toothbrush hanging out the back pocket.

We struck a firm friendship with Recon 1RPIR, they showed us
Jungle survival and we reciprocated with break contact and a
‘sniper panaramic shoot. Soclally we thrived, with Woody and
Bones spending an interesting night at the Moresby travel lodge,
and Lindsay harpooned the original Moby Dick. Luckily the
rainbow warrior was still sunk in some N.Z Harbour.

Upon arrival to Australia, we received our Ausi. cams and
waited for the incvitable faunt are you guys wearing green
now!™

August, Nick Withyeombe went to England for Ex “Long Lok,
and we welcomed Lt Angus Meleod from the Royal Scots
Baptized days after in the flerce gulf country sun. The red
headed Scotsman took everything in his stride including a four
foot star picket

The highlights of the exercise were the capture and escape bid
of McGinty in his last exercise and Gary “Doda” Moyle trying to
fly from a branch 8m up. The major revelation at the Ex was the
need far recon to have vehicles organic to the platoon to cover
the vast distances and provide back up and security.

October — We said farcwell 1o a lot of the guys this year: Sgt
“Hones® Brady, Mciver (prom), Stumpy [SAS). Whecls (prom,
Pagey (proml, Moyle [dis) and McGinty (dis). New blood: Dava,
Rocket, Dave “Dollup” Lee, Mick Rawson, Woody, Mick Quinn
and Okker. Now we've just got the Brigade Ex, courses and BRL
before we do it all again in ‘9.
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